QUESTIONS FOR READERS’ GROUPS
Featuring Turn Of The Twentieth
1. Why do you think the author chose the photo of the river, road and covered bridge for the background of the front cover? Do you think there is significance to the turn in the road?

2. The author describes photographer Glenduen Ladd has having an “eye for the unusual.” What was unusual about her photos? Give examples.

3. What is your favorite photo in the book and why?
4. What is your favorite painting in the book and why? What mood does it create?
5. Why do you think photographs and stories about the turn of the twentieth century are so appealing today? What are some aspects of this era you especially like?
6. In Chapter V (Farming on the 45th Parallel), farmwife Marinda Keysar makes the observation in her journal that her son selling the family farm was “a mistake.” Why do you think she felt that way?

7. Before the explosion of technology, self-reliance meant survival, as shown in Chapter V on farming at the turn of the twentieth century. Has technology changed our ability to be self-reliant? What has been the negative and positive impact of technology?

8. Marinda’s Advent Christian religion was very important to her, going to church even when she was confined to a “wheeled chair.” Why do you think it meant so much to her? 
9. What made Glenduen unusual for her time? What can women today learn from her?

10. Chapter X is based on dozens of obituaries clipped out of newspapers. What did these clippings reveal about life in the early 1900s that indicate it was not all peace and serenity? What hardships did people of that time face that we do not in the 21st century?
11. What does Grace Ladd’s preserving mementos of her lost children until her own death reveal about grief? Why do think you think it was more common for women of that time, than for men, to keep obituaries and mementos of those they had lost?

12. In Chapter X, Elizabeth Kidder, who died at the turn of the twentieth century, is quoted as recalling the day George Washington died. She is also quoted as saying that she thought “ministers and Christians had changed very much since the time she was a girl.” What does this reveal about the “generation gap?” Did it appear to exist even in the 1800s?

13. Have the stories in Turn Of The Twentieth been inspiring? What made the greatest impression on you?

IDEAS FOR BOOK CLUB MEETINGS

Featuring Turn Of The Twentieth
1. Ask Book Club members to bring vintage photos, journals or scrapbooks from their own collections to share.

2. Ask Book Club members in advance of the meeting to wear something that recalls the turn of the twentieth century—a hat, piece of jewelry, gloves, or an outfit, for example.

3. Have members bring a recipe unique to their family, culture or region that has been passed down to them, such as the recipe on Page 51 of Turn Of The Twentieth.

4. Ask members before the meeting to create a list of values that characterized the early 1900s.
5. Have members bring in a favorite painting that they feel creates a mood of nostalgia.

6. Members can relate anecdotes from their own family history of ancestors who were known for unusual achievements.

